V

) 4

GOVERNOR NEWSLETTER
Autumn 2024

BT s New GOVERNORS

A little background on myself- In my early career like many people from this part of the world, |
worked for a major supplier of steel products which supported the aerospace and ship building
industries, | left the industry at a time of great change in the early 1980's and moved into the
public sector and local government where | remained until | took early retirement in 2010, | had
responsibilities in various areas, for example, public access to services, housing, commercial
property management, and project management related to many service areas. Also | served
previously from 2014 to 2018 as a Governor and Chair of the finance committee at a Sheffield
School, valuable experience which can be utilised for the benefit of Stonelow School.

Hi, I'm Jennie — mum to two and step-mum to two more! One of my children currently attends
Stonelow, and we’re hoping another will be joining in September. My step-child also spent two
happy years here in Years 5 and 6.

My family and | moved to Dronfield in 2019, and we’ve really grown to feel part of the local
community. | run dance classes in the area, and | also work in the aerospace industry in Sheffield.
Alongside that, | help my husband — a former governor at DHFS — with our technical and
engineering consultancy business. My background is in physics, and I've been involved in STEM
outreach for over 20 years, especially through STEM Racing.

I’'m excited to bring my experience across education, industry, and community engagement to
support the school and help it continue to thrive.

{3e 4l {e],"W THE CHAIR OF GOVERNORS

This term Stonelow welcomed parents of Y2 pupils to an open evening to
showcase the many positive aspects of school life as part of #TeamStonelow. The
evening was really well attended — we needed to put lots of extra chairs out — and
it was a pleasure to see the school hall buzzing. The feedback from the evening
was really positive; parents and families liked the physical environment of the
school and the ethos of putting the child front and centre of everything the
school does, particularly the evidence for both academic and emotional growth.
Parents were encouraged to book an appointment to tour the school while
classes are going on, to see all of this in action.

Parent review meetings have also taken place for this term and lots of you have
come to chat to your child’s teacher about their progress. It is such a great
opportunity to meet face to face and as governors, we want to be a bigger
presence at these meetings in the future so please come and say hi.
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Opal play by Howard- OPAL (Qutdoor Play and Learning) play is a programme that improves
children’s health, wellbeing, and development by creating rich, stimulating outdoor play
environments. While it encourages children to experience and manage risks, the health and safety
aspects of play are managed through a specific risk-benefit approach called RAPID, which aligns
with government advice to ensure risks are managed in a reasonable and sensible way.

In my role as Governor for Health and Safety | assist the school in applying a
risk management approach to Opal Play. On Oct 7th | attended the New Parents
evening at Stonelow School, at the event children were given the opportunity to
experience Opal Play, it was uplifting to see children developing their own skills
through creative play which encourages the use of their own imagination.
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Be a part of #TeamStonelow!

We are so proud of the support and help our wider Stonelow family provides. Whether it is
donations for a cause, wheelbarrowing sand, or running a cake stall, you are amazing.
Sometimes we need a little extra help with the learning opportunities we give to the children,
especially when trying to expand the range of experiences we can offer.

We know you have a range of skills, talents and knowledge, whether that is something you do in
your workplace, as a hobby or maybe something you are training for. The Governors have put
together a short questionnaire for you to complete, so we know that if we need help with
resources or an activity we have someone to turn to for advice. You may be thinking that you
have nothing that we could make use of (you would be surprised!!) but even something as
simple as the gift of time would be amazing. The questionnaire can be found on this link, and
we would appreciate as many responses as possible.

https://forms.office.com/e/uRKci3gjwV

Year 6 have successfully completed their SATs and are now embarking on exciting new journeys. We wish them all the
very best in their future endeavours.

During their time at Stonelow, they consistently demonstrated an outstanding work ethic, growing and achieving
together. Their love of learning has been evident throughout, and this has been reflected in their excellent results.
We are proud to report that in Grammar, Writing, and the overall combined score (Reading, Writing, and Maths), our
school ranks within the top 20% of schools, nationally. The help and support from all staff, children, and parents has
been instrumental in achieving these positive outcomes for our children.

2024 Mathematics Reading Grammar Writing WRM  Progress
EXS GD EXS GD EXS GD EXS GD

Y6 82.9 14.6 85.4 46.3 90.2 26.8 85.4 14.6 76 Thc

NEHonEl | |l 26 75 33 72.6 30 72.2 13 62.1 tbc



https://www.google.com/search?q=Outdoor+Play+and+Learning&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBGB1143GB1143&oq=opal+play+and+health+and+safety&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigAdIBCTEzNTM1ajBqN6gCCLACAfEFlMABr1o84jI&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&zx=1762195007378&no_sw_cr=1&mstk=AUtExfBjPjLC5BR04SFWt5F-JJI00BoPH3Fxn_B8hYE_w5sNedhqTVl3pDIS7PwR-j3XDToMBpN4eEeLsIyiChm94MevUIz0rHsrZ1MY3737H3tUNl4FuyOQzLx9JmtTmS661a0HVhqcUgf1xmJkMvYGcQinWyD91ej0ATb9BNGQJ7hq_w4&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiypvf6z9aQAxUhRKQEHSqtEsMQgK4QegQIARAD
https://www.google.com/search?q=RAPID&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBGB1143GB1143&oq=opal+play+and+health+and+safety&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigAdIBCTEzNTM1ajBqN6gCCLACAfEFlMABr1o84jI&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&zx=1762195007378&no_sw_cr=1&mstk=AUtExfBjPjLC5BR04SFWt5F-JJI00BoPH3Fxn_B8hYE_w5sNedhqTVl3pDIS7PwR-j3XDToMBpN4eEeLsIyiChm94MevUIz0rHsrZ1MY3737H3tUNl4FuyOQzLx9JmtTmS661a0HVhqcUgf1xmJkMvYGcQinWyD91ej0ATb9BNGQJ7hq_w4&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiypvf6z9aQAxUhRKQEHSqtEsMQgK4QegQIARAF
https://forms.office.com/e/uRKci3gjwV

